term to describe the intense

tribute to th

When Marine maj or Evans

e ORang

Carl son adopted t-hed ©heésacibestte dadieatiomof disGu n g
famous Raider Battalion he could not have had James McCain in mind. We could not, however, find a better

hyper -warrior spirit that McCain displayed throughout his Marine Corps career.

While many of us who came into contact with the Ranger thought some of his actions were peculiar, if not out-

right zany, no one ever doubted that he was a Marine of exceptional dedication. This article is offered as a

Boeon Gompany's James Bdd "Render” MeGALN

A 39 YEAR RETROSPECTION AND TRIBUTE
A Legeid to the late 50' dudes...We &l thought be was erazyuumbit weren't we allumafust a [itle..di Recon way back then ?

erdé and the

Reconnaissance Company, Headquarters Battalion (Reinf.),| Fir
A HALF CENTURY COLLECTION OF HISTORY, TRIVIA, SEA STORIES, HALF -TRUTHS, SCUTTLEBUT AND WHITE LIES
ssue All Ye Who Dare To Enter Here Place Tongue In Cheek Before Proceeding October 1,

contribution that he made td our

ing Office .in
tunityoé in s

(Then matured

he was promoted to corpo

James Edd McCain was born on 22 January 1930 in
Castro County, Texas. With the aid of a delayed birth
certificate, provided by his mother, establ
falsely as 18, McCain enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps in November of 1945 when he was two months shy
of 16 years of age. He travelled from the Marine Recruit-
an obscure Texa

out hern

warrior.  Upon graduation from recruit training at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot at San Diego, California

to 16

Marine) he was immediately assigned
Regiment as an MP and he found himself embarked upon
a military transport ship bound for China.

McCain spent two and one half years in China. There

ral. At 18

turned Stateside to Quantico, VA where he continued to
serve as an MP. He was then sent to the Naval Ammuni-
tion Depot at McAlister, Oklahoma.
Shortly before his 21st birthday he was transferred
to Camp Pendleton, California for combat training in

(Continued on next page)
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R (Continued from previl|Jusurvey discovered that among
the Company, no one had the s
preparation for assignment tt he ceremony. Enter the GuiKao
He emerged from training as full military honors in thero
moted to Sergeant. complete with 21 guns, after
McCain shipped out to Koreiknew the routine to the | &dfitne
Gun Section Leader assigneldi mpressed more than a I|ittne.
There he also served as Pl at The Gunny was fond of f orSmal
I n Korea he was promoted to at a regul ar rifle inspection
In January of 1953 he was$ small white cat which c¢amer ionu
Division in Japan. He serpvewal ked bet ween ranks in therd
with the 3rd Marines and wasnis court. McCain |l oudly gcéaar
put under arrest. The cat, n
RECON COMPANY GETS A fiGUlled to its Il air under the barr
I n September of 1955 the|fsurrender. Eventually t heelcfa
back at Camp Pendl eton, Calliracks and into a culvert leami
the 1st Marine Division Refccoaxing would lure the cals he
that the writer and severa vigilante posse, i n desperaateis
came intimately familiar wiltbarracks and flooded the |cul
The Reconnaissance Company again and was presumed dr opwine
from Korea |l ate in April of of
Company were recent additi]o ARMY RANGER TRAI NI NGr es't
from Infantry Training, all I'n February and March of 19
The Company did, however, first Recon Marines to atpgdnd
Korean War veterans althoughBenning, Georgia. g di
to discharges. None of us |re A story is told of Mc Cailad a
formal AiGunner Sergeanto |btraining who were about taimen
Tr ai atense antaurant one night. As t hellyatpa
Se : F and Ar my Ranger trainees cameftoeut
ilnThe Gunny quickly droppeps| @
a s g|ltstarting his coda.nNtcodtdwdddy dnwi ftal
S e o b
i Cpr
i har
Tech Sergeant McCain in stle
al one. The Staff Sergeant {
avai l o R&ddnP Has 1 tds Privil|e
to bunk in the squad bays wi
I f memory serves the writje
our first protracted experile
mont h after he arrived, Oct o
was assigned the task of aqt.i
Marine Regiment -(é&ngifieklkag)|t
cise at the Mohave Desert Ma
(SRefl ect)ions #10
One incident t hat stands |o
participants during the exer
Arescueodo of a wounded ravegn.
A routine reconnaissance |pa
camp with a | arge raven. Th
an accident and appeared tfo
creature was furnished with
water, and what a c—a)pmpnd)itmteted
rescue expertsfeae@cpdedewatod
the poor wounded creature i
its-géarees and, as might b ¢
Corpsman not withstanding) ,
their care into a better |Iif
nlthological hi story.
McCain i mmediately grasped
training opportunity and he
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FIRST EVER MENTION
OF MARINES
BY CONGRESS

John Hancock of Second (o|n
to General George Was|hil
Washington, 5 Octobe

OResol ved, That a letter be
Washington, to inform him, that they [Congress] having certain
intelligence of the sailing of two north country built Brigs, of no
force, from England, on the 11 of August last, loaded with arms,
powder, and other stores, for Quebec, without a convoy, which it
being of importance to intercept, that he apply to the council of
Massachusetts bay, for the two armed vessels in their service,
and despatch the same, with a sufficient number of people,
stores, particularly a number of oars, in order, if possible, to
intercept two Brigs and their cargoes, and secure the same for

T

the use of the continent; Also, any other transports laden with A young McCain in China. Take
ammunition, cloathing, or other stores, for the use of the ministe- French Fourragere which as
rial army or navy in America, and secure them in the most con- 6t h Mari ne Regi ment s i n V\n) rl d
venient places for the purpose abovementioned; that he give the Aol d Breed?od patch of t he i r st
commander or commanders such instructions as are necessary, .

unable to explain the hasHh mar

as also proper encouragement to the marines and seamen, that
shall be sent on this enterprize, which instructions, are to be
delivered to the commander or commanders sealed up,with or-
ders not to open the same until out of sight of land, on account of
secresy.

That a letter be wrote to council, to put vessels under the
General's command and direction, and to furnish him instantly
with every necessary in their power, at the expence of the Conti-
nent.

Al so that the General be direcftle

¥

.
.

Hi story of the Uni-Wieli S¢edaiteas Marine Corps N B “n ‘%’,

Mc Cai n, apparently instrug¢tifiGuamner yo8aeggeSaonutt hMcK@aielmn [wear
Sol dier in the use of theg| MIMy7 Ahlar aB8O0o&mérn bleootWatwhi|fch I
Cool ed Machine Gun. Thi s Shoonteo gsraayp,h hwave vpr obabhhy whlen
t aken i n Korea where the m f
Section Leader with the 7t

Gdjninmp whaes weo uMalc reixecéhaGge t h
hf [Mak n owrs .
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R (Continued from page |2) Even after The Ranger | eft R
He continued the exercise OT hi m. Lege_nd has it t.hath i
dredo, stood wup, brushed hlt'al for continually hav.' g Nl
young Ranger trainees watch'appel from the wupper wingows
served under McCain in the| Another apocryphal tale hags; h
that he had a peeumplsi.ar Wiotnhd COmmand that he served witth ir
provocation he would tell ylcthat they never saw McCainl wit
A favorite anecdote about| Carried his Ranger ropes htrﬁ
returned from Ranger SchooflYOUnNg .Marlne commented thtthna
Recon Company Commander . with his ropes wrapped acrpss
Finneds office with his Ranh act
his chest, snapped smartly [t ARMY JUMP SCHOOL ARa
McCain reporting for duty ¢gi THE RANGER BECOMES Al RBORI
tain, not favorably i mprests I'n March of .1957’ less ti‘Eant
l eave his office. Company was disbanded to ec
Upon his return to Recon Recon Battalion, t he Gunny t
would forever thereafter be,1St .Marine Division, attenjded
McCaindés deportment changpB€énning, Georgia. Remark]QInylg
Ranger School He often q¢qthen the Recon Company Gupnpe
Rangerd to the hidden amusegio8fgeant Major of the Marjneg
a fetish about how our comfgSion of the Airborne Schooypw
was a Ranger School . He wals It, s sa!d that 'Wh'en .thla d
boot s t he way t hat he di d. their routi ne Conc.iltlonlng rur
Another notable change in|Ously sound off with a logdeM
around the way that he parkeévoked more than one rebuykfp]f
(replete with a | arge MarineCharg?' Finally, McCain BRol
the front). After he retu*a”q give hwpns.tenAfptuesrh compllay ign
thereafter backed the car i|rt@inos order McCain snappefg ,tQ
that by doing so he would pofficer i f he wanteupst.o s _t'rEn%
arose. credited wi t h another f al i ng
McCaindés training methods over the way t hadalhle. re‘%kp %ai@b«:
s ome. He often quoted fAMod SPonse to the call was fiprieggd
Overcomed as he led trainiphneritage, would respond (asa"‘ééaiyr
describe what he did with st ! n September of 1959 thg Raj
years the testimony of morg !eturned to Plainview, Texgsg,
who was trained by McCain (Since he had enlisted fifteghg
met hods probably saved theilft€red entirely upon the Marine
Captain Finne | eft Recon L He  was hot returning home t %o
mand the Marine Detachment |[P€Come his home years befofeg.
vel t . He was relieved by |; Early 1960 found him backyydy,
Wickham would not cater to| Camp Pendleton, Californigpgs
Finne was a veteran of t he of that year he was transfeerre
experience. He apparently [fOKinawa. There he served Jas \f
that he saw in McCain. The NCO until October when hipy tr
ant Wickham the wrong ay ([rRegiment. For the next ftywag p)y
what precipitated the Range|5er_geant of the 1st Platoopg,of
Wickham is said to have copMarines from 2 October, 19§0,}
promptly had him transfer|fti me the Battahorﬁul—hm@tewrg;;gllnﬁté
Company . At Headquarters He then served on the Bat Al
Leader for their Weapons Ple(Camp_ Hanson), kinawa. _??a%t
During the months of -Apr ohi

Marine Air Group 16 was asgssig

School s at Camp HansonyniQkisa

was said -ptiocklkeedl Haoomrd a Top |Secr

et nam. Several -Marvedesnih| bhe

60 men were from reconnai s|{sanc

Vi sion. Some had specialijzed

others had even more exoti qu

The trainunmgt o5 wsausb conddyct e

sively by Gunnery Sergeant| Jam
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